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Running from southern West Virginia through eastern Ohio, across central and northeast Pennsylvania, and
into New York through the Southern Tier and the Catskills, the Marcellus Shale formation underlies a
sparsely populated region that features striking landscapes, critical watersheds, and a struggling economic
base. It also contains one of the world's largest supplies of natural gas, a resource that has been dismissed as
inaccessible—until recently. Technological developments that combine horizontal drilling with hydraulic
fracturing ("fracking") have removed physical and economic barriers to extracting hundreds of trillions of
cubic feet of gas from bedrock deep below the Appalachian basin. Beginning in 2006, the first successful
Marcellus gas wells by Range Resources, combined with a spike in the value of natural gas, spurred a
modern-day gold rush—a "gas rush"—with profound ramifications for environmental policy, energy
markets, political dynamics, and the lives of the people living in the Marcellus region. Under the Surface is
the first book-length journalistic overview of shale gas development and the controversies surrounding it.

Control over drilling rights is at stake in the heart of Marcellus country—northeast Pennsylvania and central
New York. The decisions by landowners to work with or against the companies—and the resulting
environmental and economic consequences—are scrutinized by neighbors faced with similar decisions, by
residents of cities whose water supply originates in the exploration area, and by those living across state lines
with differing attitudes and policies concerning extraction industries. Wilber's evenhanded treatment gives a
voice to all constituencies, including farmers and landowners tempted by the prospects of wealth but wary of
the consequences, policymakers struggling with divisive issues, and activists coordinating campaigns based
on their respective visions of economic salvation and environmental ruin. Wilber describes a landscape in
which the battle over the Marcellus ranges from the very local—yard signs proclaiming landowners'
allegiances for or against shale gas development—to often conflicting municipal, state, and federal
legislation intended to accelerate, delay, or discourage exploration.

For millions of people with a direct stake in shale gas exploration in the Marcellus or any number of other
emerging shale resources in the United States and worldwide, or for those concerned about the global energy
outlook, Under the Surface offers a worthwhile and engaging look at the issues.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Abramson:

The guide untitled Under the Surface: Fracking, Fortunes, and the Fate of the Marcellus Shale, Updated
Edition is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will
be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share
to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Under the Surface: Fracking,
Fortunes, and the Fate of the Marcellus Shale, Updated Edition from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Clyde Harlan:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Under the Surface: Fracking, Fortunes, and
the Fate of the Marcellus Shale, Updated Edition can give you a lot of close friends because by you
considering this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Under the Surface: Fracking, Fortunes, and the Fate of the
Marcellus Shale, Updated Edition.

Marie Nitta:

You can obtain this Under the Surface: Fracking, Fortunes, and the Fate of the Marcellus Shale, Updated
Edition by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.

Jennifer Shipley:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native or
citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the book
Under the Surface: Fracking, Fortunes, and the Fate of the Marcellus Shale, Updated Edition we can get
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book
Under the Surface: Fracking, Fortunes, and the Fate of the Marcellus Shale, Updated Edition. You can more



desirable than now.
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