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After the end of World War |1, General George Patton declared that artillery had won the war. Y et howitzers
did not achieve victory on their own. Crucial to the success of these big guns were forward observers,
artillerymen on the front lines who directed the artillery fire. Until now, the vital role of forward observersin
ground combat has received little scholarly attention. In Bracketing the Enemy, John R. Walker remedies this
oversight by offering the first full-length history of forward observer teams during World War 1.

Asearly asthe U.S. Civil War, artillery fire could reach as far as two miles, but without an “FO” (forward
observer) to report where the first shot had landed in relation to the target, and to direct subsequent fire by
outlining or “bracketing” the targeted range, many of the advantages of longer-range fire were wasted.
During World War 11, FOs accompanied infantrymen on the front lines. Now, for the first time, gun crews
could bring deadly accurate fire on enemy positionsimmediately as advancing riflemen encountered these
enemy strongpoints. According to Walker, this transition from direct to indirect fire was one of the most
important innovations to have occurred in ground combat in centuries.

Using the 37th Division in the Pacific Theater and the 87th in Europe as case studies, Walker presents a
vivid picture of the dangersinvolved in FO duty and shows how vitally important forward observers were to
the success of ground operationsin a variety of scenarios. FO personnel not only performed avital support
function as artillerymen but often transcended their combat role by fighting as infantrymen, sometimes even
leading soldiers into battle. And yet, although forward observers lived, fought, and bled with the infantry,
they were ineligible to wear the Combat Infantryman’ s Badge awarded to the riflemen they supported.
Forward observers are thus among the unsung heroes of World War 1. Bracketing the Enemy signals along-
overdue recognition of their distinguished service.
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From reader reviews:
Richard Williams:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guysthat aren't like that. This Bracketing the Enemy: Forward Observersin World War Il book is
readable by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving aso decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
regarding Bracketing the Enemy: Forward Observersin World War |1 content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different available asit. So, do you even now thinking Bracketing the Enemy: Forward Observersin World
War |1 isnot loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Hazel Mishler:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world redlly likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading areserve will give you alot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of waysto
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especialy fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Bracketing the Enemy: Forward Observersin World War 11, it is possible to tells your family, friendsin
addition to soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Lila Smith:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
areride on and with addition of information. Even you love Bracketing the Enemy: Forward Observersin
World War 11, you can enjoy both. It isvery good combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of
hang type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Robert Watts:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get alot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Bracketing the Enemy: Forward Observersin World War Il provide you with a new experiencein



reading a book.
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