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Britain's precipitous and ill-planned disengagement from India in 1947--condemned as a "shameful flight" by
Winston Churchill--had a truly catastrophic effect on South Asia, leaving hundreds of thousands of people
dead in its wake and creating a legacy of chaos, hatred, and war that has lasted over half a century.
Ranging from the fall of Singapore in 1942 to the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi in 1948, Shameful Flight
provides a vivid behind-the-scenes look at Britain's decision to divest itself from the crown jewel of its
empire. Stanley Wolpert, a leading authority on Indian history, paints memorable portraits of all the key
participants, including Gandhi, Churchill, Attlee, Nehru, and Jinnah, with special focus on British viceroy,
Lord Louis Mountbatten. Wolpert places the blame for the catastrophe largely on Mountbatten, the
flamboyant cousin of the king, who rushed the process of nationhood along at an absurd pace. The viceroy's
worst blunder was the impetuous drawing of new border lines through the middle of Punjab and Bengal.
Virtually everyone involved advised Mountbatten that to partition those provinces was a calamitous mistake
that would unleash uncontrollable violence. Indeed, as Wolpert shows, civil unrest among Muslims, Hindus,
and Sikhs escalated as Independence Day approached, and when the new boundary lines were announced,
arson, murder, and mayhem erupted. Partition uprooted over ten million people, 500,000 to a million of
whom died in the ensuing inferno.
Here then is the dramatic story of a truly pivotal moment in the history of India, Pakistan, and Britain, an
event that ignited fires of continuing political unrest that still burn in South Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Jorge:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this Shameful Flight: The
Last Years of the British Empire in India to read.

Lawrence Woods:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is actually Shameful Flight: The Last Years of the British Empire in India.

Jim Molnar:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Shameful Flight: The Last Years of the British Empire in India your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Shameful Flight: The Last Years of the British Empire
in India giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
info for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

George Chadwick:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Shameful Flight: The Last Years of the
British Empire in India book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question
Shameful Flight: The Last Years of the British Empire in India as good book not simply by the cover but
also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why



you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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