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Josephine Tascher de la Pagerie, born a Creole on the island of Martinique in the French West Indies,
became one of the best known and most envied women who ever lived. Sent to France to make an
advantageous marriage to a young aristocrat, her naivete and lack of education left her ill prepared to deal
with the sophisticated - if decadent - world of pre-Revolutionary Paris. Treated cruelly by her shallow young
husband, her life had become a nightmare during the Terror, in which she was imprisoned and almost lost
her life. It was during this period that she honed the skills of manipulation and seduction that would lead her
from the dungeons of the terror into the beds of the post-Revolutionary powerbrokers, including the Corsican
corporal who would conquer Europe.

As the wife of Napoleon Bonaparte, conqueror of Europe and the wonder of his age, Josephine was assumed
to be a worthy consort for her astounding husband, a woman as beautiful, wise and altogether remarkable as
he was charismatic, brilliant, and invincible in battle. When in 1804 she knelt before Napoleon in Notre
Dame and he placed the imperial crown on her head, making her Empress of France, her extraordinary
destiny seemed to be fulfilled. The unknown woman from Martinique became the highest ranking woman in
the land, as far above the average Frenchwoman as Napoleon himself was above the humblest soldier in his
armies.

Yet the truth behind the glorious symbolism in Notre Dame was much darker. For the eight-year marriage
between Josephine and Napoleon had long been corroded by infidelity and abuse, and for years Josephine
had dreaded that her husband would divorce her. Far from the love match previous biographers have
described, Erickson's Napoleon and Josephine were the ultimate pragmatists, drawn together by political
necessity while their emotions were engaged elsewhere.

Carolly Erickson, the critically acclaimed biographer of the Tudor monarchs, as well as of Marie Antoinette
and Queen Victoria, using her trademark ability to penetrate and explain the psychological make-up of her
subjects, paints a fascinating portrait of an immensely complex and ultimately tragic woman.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Cunningham:

The book Josephine: A Life of the Empress give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Josephine: A Life of the Empress
being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a guide Josephine: A Life of
the Empress. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jennifer Bryan:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Josephine: A Life of the Empress will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Allen Ellis:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Josephine: A Life of the Empress can be the response,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Helen Chandler:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Josephine: A Life of the Empress to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression
about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside
that the publication Josephine: A Life of the Empress can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone
and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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