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Carpeted in boreal forests, dotted with lakes, cut by rivers, and straddling the Arctic Circle, the region
surrounding the White Sea, which is known as the Russian North, is sparsely populated and immensely
isolated. It is also the home to architectural marvels, as many of the original wooden and brick churches and
homes in the region's ancient villages and towns still stand. Featuring nearly two hundred full color
photographs of these beautiful centuries-old structures, Architecture at the End of the Earth is the most
recent addition to William Craft Brumfield's ongoing project to photographically document all aspects of
Russian architecture.

The architectural masterpieces Brumfield photographed are diverse: they range from humble chapels to
grand cathedrals, buildings that are either dilapidated or well cared for, and structures repurposed during the
Soviet era. Included are onion-domed wooden churches such as the Church of the Dormition, built in 1674 in
Varzuga; the massive walled Transfiguration Monastery on Great Solovetsky Island, which dates to the mid-
1550s; the Ferapontov-Nativity Monastery's frescoes, painted in 1502 by Dionisy, one of Russia's greatest
medieval painters; nineteenth-century log houses, both rustic and ornate; and the Cathedral of St. Sophia in
Vologda, which was commissioned by Ivan the Terrible in the 1560s. The text that introduces the
photographs outlines the region's significance to Russian history and culture.

Brumfield is challenged by the immense difficulty of accessing the Russian North, and recounts traversing
sketchy roads, crossing silt-clogged rivers on barges and ferries, improvising travel arrangements, being
delayed by severe snowstorms, and seeing the region from the air aboard the small planes he needs to reach
remote areas.

The buildings Brumfield photographed, some of which lie in near ruin, are at constant risk due to local
indifference and vandalism, a lack of maintenance funds, clumsy restorations, or changes in local and
national priorities. Brumfield is concerned with their futures and hopes that the region's beautiful and
vulnerable achievements of master Russian carpenters will be preserved. Architecture at the End of the Earth
is at once an art book, a travel guide, and a personal document about the discovery of this bleak but beautiful
region of Russia that most readers will see here for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Greg Wilson:

This Architecture at the End of the Earth: Photographing the Russian North are generally reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Architecture at the End of the Earth:
Photographing the Russian North can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed types. Beside that this Architecture at the End of the Earth: Photographing the Russian North
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Ernest Baker:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
you is Architecture at the End of the Earth: Photographing the Russian North this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
research when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Irene Gamino:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Architecture at the End of the Earth: Photographing the
Russian North or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
book, any other book likes Architecture at the End of the Earth: Photographing the Russian North to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

John Razo:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
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