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Working with Bengali mentors, especially his close friend A. B. Ghose, Sir John Woodroffe became the
pseudonymous orientalist Arthur Avalon, famous for his tantric studies at the beginning of the twentieth
century. Best known for The Serpent Power, the book which introduced 'Kundalini Yoga' to the western
world, Avalon turned the image of Tantra around, from that of a despised magical and orgiastic cult into a
refined philosophy which greatly enhanced the prestige of Hindu thought to later generations of westerners.

This biographical study is in two parts. The first focuses on Woodroffe's social identity in Calcutta against
the background of colonialism and nationalism - the context in which he 'was' Arthur Avalon. To a very
unusual degree for someone with a high position under the empire, Woodroffe the British High Court Judge
absorbed the world of the Bengali intellectuals of his time, among whom his popularity was widely attested.
His admirers were attracted by his Indian nationalism, to which his tantric studies and supposed learning
formed an important adjunct.

Woodroffe's friend Ghose, however, was the chief source of the textual knowledge in which the 'orientalist'
scholar appeared to be deeply versed. The second part of this study assesses Woodroffe's own relationship to
Sanskrit and to the texts, and highlights his very extensive but gifted use of secondary sources and the
knowledge of Ghose and other Indian people. It examines the apologetic themes by which he and his
collaborators made Tantra first acceptable, then fashionable.

Partly because of his mysterious pseudonym, Woodroffe acquired a near legendary status for a time, and
remains a fascinating figure. This book is written in a style that should appeal to the general reader as well as
to students of Indian religions and early twentieth century Indian history, while being relevant to the ongoing
debate about 'orientalism'.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Parker:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Sir John Woodroffe, Tantra and Bengal: 'An Indian Soul in a European Body?'.

Joan Rogers:

The book with title Sir John Woodroffe, Tantra and Bengal: 'An Indian Soul in a European Body?' includes a
lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Robert Pinkerton:

Typically the book Sir John Woodroffe, Tantra and Bengal: 'An Indian Soul in a European Body?' has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Bruce Sandlin:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Sir John Woodroffe, Tantra and
Bengal: 'An Indian Soul in a European Body?' is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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