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The Life of the Automabile is the first comprehensive world history of the car.

The automobile has arguably shaped the modern era more profoundly than any other human invention, and
author Steven Parissien examines the impact, devel opment, and significance of the automobile over its
turbulent and colorful 130-year history. Readers learn the grand and turbulent history of the motor car, from
its earliest appearance in the 1880s—as little more than a powered quadricycle—and the innovations of the
early pioneer carmakers. The author examines the advances of the interwar era, the Golden Age of the 1950s,
and the iconic years of the 1960s to the decades of doubt and uncertainty following the oil crisis of 1973, the
globa mergers of the 1990s, the bailouts of the early twenty-first century, and the emergence of the electric
car.

Thisis not just a story of horsepower and performance but atale of extraordinary people: of intuitive
carmakers such as Karl Benz, Sir Henry Royce, Giovanni Agnelli (Fiat), André Citroén, and Louis Renault;
of exceptionally gifted designers such as the eccentric, Ohio-born Chris Bangle (BMW); and of visionary
industrialists such as Henry Ford, Ferdinand Porsche (the Volkswagen Beetle), and Gene Bordinat (the Ford
Mustang), among numerous other game changers.

Above all, this comprehensive history demonstrates how the epic story of the car mirrors the history of the
modern era, from the brave hopes and soaring ambitions of the early twentieth century to the cynicism and
ecological concerns of a century later. Bringing to life the flamboyant entrepreneurs, shrewd businessmen,
and gifted engineers that worked behind the scenes to bring us horsepower and performance, The Life of the
Automobile is a globe-spanning account of the auto industry that is sure to rev the engines of entrepreneurs
and gearheads alike.
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From reader reviews:
Maria Bruns:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Life of the
Automobile: The Complete History of the Motor Car? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Cornell Warren:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find anew activity honestly, that is ook
different you can read a new book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book The Life of the Automobile: The Complete History of the
Motor Car it is extremely good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-
book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis not very costly but
this book possesses high quality.

Ruth Williams;

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
asto make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
rea their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
Aswe know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this The Life of the Automobile: The Complete History of the Motor Car can
make you experience more interested to read.

Kristopher Lewis:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book iswritten or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the The Life of the Automabile: The Complete History of the Motor Car when you necessary it?
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