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Classics of Western Spirituality In this remarkable new volume in the Classics of Western Spirituality are the
mystical autobiographies-unusual in themselves for the Jewish tradition-of two influential Jewish thinkers,
Rabbi Hayyim Vital and Rabbi Yizhak Isaac Safrin of Komarno. Now translated for the first timein English,
these texts will capture the attention of historians, theologians, and anyone studying Judaism. Rabbi Hayyim
Vital (1542-1620) was the foremost disciple of R. Isaac Luria, one of the most important mysticsin 16th
century Judaism and founder of the major school of mysticism known as Lurianic kabbalah. Vital was the
most influential transmitter of Luria's teachings, and the author of a full-fledged mystical autobiography
called The Book of Visions. Vital saw himself as the reincarnation of many of the important figuresin
Jewish history associated with messianic hopes and expectations. The second text in this volume, The Book
of Secrets, is by Rabbi Yizak |saac Safrim of Komarno (1806-1874), an important Hasidic master. Like
Vital, he saw himself as a potential messianic figure who had direct access to the mysteries of heaven.

The Book of Secretsis divided into two parts. The first part, The Book of Visions, modeled on Vital's work,
consists of incidents in hislife and visionary experiences. The second part, the Deeds of the Lord, contains
stories about the Baal Shem Tov, the founder of Hasidism.
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From reader reviews:
Betty Ahlstrom:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students as they are till students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Jewish Mystical Autobiographies: Book of
Visions and Book of Secrets (Classics of Western Spirituality). All type of book would you see on many
sources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Helen Mota;

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in thisworld can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Jewish
Mystical Autobiographies. Book of Visions and Book of Secrets (Classics of Western Spirituality).

CarrieHanks:

Inthis eraglobalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Jewish Mystical Autobiographies: Book of Visions and Book of Secrets (Classics of
Western Spirituality) this reserve consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explainit is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here iswhy this
book acceptable all of you.

Kelly Spinney:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information coming
from abook. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Jewish Mystical Autobiographies: Book of Visions and Book of Secrets (Classics of Western



Spirituality) when you needed it?
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