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Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution Marisa Linton
Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship and Authenticity in the French Revolution examines the leaders of the
French Revolution - Robespierre and his fellow Jacobins - and particularly the gradual process whereby
many of them came to 'choose terror'. These men led the Jacobin Club between 1789 and 1794, and were
attempting to establish new democratic politics in France. Exploring revolutionary politics through the eyes
of these leaders, and against a political
backdrop of a series of traumatic events, wars, and betrayals, Marisa Linton portrays the Jacobins as complex
human beings who were influenced by emotions and personal loyalties, as well as by their revolutionary
ideology.

The Jacobin leaders' entire political careers were constrained by their need to be seen by their supporters as
'men of virtue', free from corruption and ambition, and concerned only with the public good. In the early
stages of the Revolution, being seen as 'men of virtue' empowered the Jacobin leaders, and aided them in
their efforts to forge their political careers. However, with the onset of war, there was a growing conviction
that political leaders who feigned virtue were 'the enemy within',
secretly conspiring with France's external enemies. By year two, the year of the Terror, the Jacobin identity
had become a destructive force: in order to demonstrate their own authenticity, they had to be seen to act
virtuously, and be prepared, if the public good demanded it, to denounce and
destroy their friends, and even to sacrifice their own lives. This desperate thinking resulted in the politicians'
terror, one of the most ruthless of all forms of terror during the Revolution. Choosing Terror seeks neither to
cast blame, nor to exonerate, but to understand the process whereby such things can happen.
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From reader reviews:

Natalie Hernandez:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the
French Revolution.

Frank Keating:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution, you can tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a e-book.

Lily Terry:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Choosing Terror: Virtue,
Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French Revolution become your personal
starter.

Joseph Davis:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and
Authenticity in the French Revolution or others sources were given information for you. After you know



how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Choosing Terror: Virtue, Friendship, and Authenticity in the French
Revolution to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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