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Among the most widely cited books in the social sciences, The External Control of Organizations has long
been required reading for any student of organization studies. The book, reissued on its 25th anniversary as
part of the Sanford Business Classics series, includes a new preface written by Jeffrey Pfeffer, which
examines the legacy of thisinfluential work in current research and its relationship to other theories. The
External Control of Organizations explores how external constraints affect organizations and provides
insights for designing and managing organizations to mitigate these constraints. All organizations are
dependent on the environment for their survival. As the authors contend, “ it is the fact of the organization’s
dependence on the environment that makes the external constraint and control of organizational behavior
both possible and almost inevitable.” Organizations can either try to change their environments through
political means or form interorganizational relationshipsto control or absorb uncertainty. This seminal
book established the resour ce dependence approach that has informed so many other important organization
theories.
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From reader reviews:
Karen Shiner:

With other case, little persons like to read book The External Control of Organizations: A Resource
Dependence Perspective (Stanford Business Classics). Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading
abook. Given that we know about how isimportant the book The External Control of Organizations: A
Resource Dependence Perspective (Stanford Business Classics). Y ou can add expertise and of course you
can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, we are able to open abook or maybe searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Dorothy Alvarez:

The book The External Control of Organizations. A Resource Dependence Perspective (Stanford Business
Classics) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make looking at a book The External Control of Organizations: A Resource
Dependence Perspective (Stanford Business Classics) for being your habit, you can get alot more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about afew or al subjects. You can
know everything if you like open and read a guide The External Control of Organizations: A Resource
Dependence Perspective (Stanford Business Classics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or some others. So, how do you think about this reserve?

Susan Brooks:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information simpler to share. Y ou can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to your account is The External Control of Organizations: A Resource Dependence
Perspective (Stanford Business Classics) this reserve consist alot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. That iswhy this book acceptable all of you.

Frances McK ay:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book iswritten or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike at this point, many waysto get information are available for you. From



media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the The External Control of Organizations. A Resource Dependence Perspective
(Stanford Business Classics) when you necessary it?
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