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Despite dire predictions in the late twentieth century that public libraries would not survive the turn of the
millennium, their numbers have only increased. Two of three Americans frequent a public library at least
once a year, and nearly that many are registered borrowers. Although library authorities have argued that the
public library functions primarily as a civic institution necessary for maintaining democracy, generations of
library patrons tell a different story.

In Part of Our Lives, Wayne A. Wiegand delves into the heart of why Americans love their libraries. The
book traces the history of the public library, featuring records and testimonies from as early as 1850. Rather
than analyzing the words of library founders and managers, Wiegand listens to the voices of everyday
patrons who cherished libraries. Drawing on newspaper articles, memoirs, and biographies, Part of Our
Lives paints a clear and engaging picture of Americans who value libraries not only as civic institutions, but
also as public places that promote and maintain community.

Whether as a public space, a place for accessing information, or a home for reading material that helps
patrons make sense of the world around them, the public library has a rich history of meaning for millions of
Americans. From colonial times through the recent technological revolution, libraries have continuously
adapted to better serve the needs of their communities. Wiegand demonstrates that, although cultural
authorities (including some librarians) have often disparaged reading books considered not "serious," the
commonplace reading materials users obtained from public libraries have had a transformative effect for
many, including people such as Ronald Reagan, Bill Moyers, Edgwina Danticat, Philip Roth, Toni Morrison,
Sonia Sotomayor, and Oprah Winfrey.

A bold challenge to conventional thinking about the American public library, Part of Our Lives is an
insightful look into one of America's most beloved cultural institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Chambers:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the
American Public Library. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important the book Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public Library. You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Renee Wood:

Here thing why this particular Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public Library are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the
American Public Library giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no book that similar with Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public Library.
It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in
your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public Library in e-book can be your option.

Sophia Hardee:

The publication with title Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public Library has lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist
new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Joshua Miner:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public Library this
publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was



represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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