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Raja Shehadeh is a passionate hill walker. He enjoys nothing more than heading out into the countryside that
surrounds his home. But in recent years, his hikes have become less than bucolic and sometimes downright
dangerous. That is because his home is Ramallah, on the Palestinian West Bank, and the landscape he
traverses is now the site of a tense standoff between his fellow Palestinians and settlers newly arrived from
Israel.

In this original and evocative book, we accompany Raja on six walks taken between 1978 and 2006. The
earlier forays are peaceful affairs, allowing our guide to meditate at length on the character of his native land,
a terrain of olive trees on terraced hillsides, luxuriant valleys carved by sacred springs, carpets of wild iris
and hyacinth and ancient monasteries built more than a thousand years ago. Shehadeh's love for this magical
place saturates his renderings of its history and topography. But latterly, as seemingly endless concrete is
poured to build settlements and their surrounding walls, he finds the old trails are now impassable and the
countryside he once traversed freely has become contested ground. He is harassed by Israeli border patrols,
watches in terror as a young hiking companion picks up an unexploded missile and even, on one occasion
when accompanied by his wife, comes under prolonged gunfire.

Amid the many and varied tragedies of the Middle East, the loss of a simple pleasure such as the ability to
roam the countryside at will may seem a minor matter. But in Palestinian Walks, Raja Shehadeh's elegy for
his lost footpaths becomes a heartbreaking metaphor for the deprivations of an entire people estranged from
their land.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Melton:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Palestinian Walks: Forays into a
Vanishing Landscape will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Margaret Morales:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Palestinian Walks:
Forays into a Vanishing Landscape. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Steven Cordell:

Here thing why this particular Palestinian Walks: Forays into a Vanishing Landscape are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Palestinian Walks: Forays into a Vanishing Landscape
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book
that similar with Palestinian Walks: Forays into a Vanishing Landscape. It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Palestinian Walks: Forays into a Vanishing Landscape in e-book can be your choice.

Nicole Norris:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Palestinian Walks: Forays into a
Vanishing Landscape can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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