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Civilization and progress, Gilded Age Americans believed, were inseparable from Anglo-Saxon heritage and
Christianity. In rising to become the first Asian and non-Christian world power, Meiji Japan (1868-1912)
challenged this deeply-held conviction, and in so doing threatened racial and cultural hierarchies central to
American ideology and foreign policy.

To reconcile Japan's stature with American notions of Western supremacy, both nations embarked on an
active campaign to construct an identity for the Japanese which would recognize Japan's progress and
abilities without threatening Americans' faith in white, Christian superiority. Japanese efforts included
reassurances in diplomatic exchanges and in the American press that their nation adhered to the central tenets
of Western civilization, namely constitutional government, freedom of religion, and open commerce. Many
anxious Americans eagerly accepted such offerings, and happily re-conceived the Japanese as adoptive
Anglo-Saxons.

As with the best new work in diplomatic history, in Outposts of Civilization Henning considers culture to
be integral to understanding foreign relations. Thus in addition to official documents and press reports, he
examines American missionaries' writings on the Japanese, and American and Japanese art and literature
produced during the Gilded Age. In exploring the delicate and deliberate process of identity construction,
and how these discourses on race and progress resonated throughout the twentieth century, Henning has
produced a fascinating and important study of American-Japanese relations.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Elsberry:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Outposts of Civilization: Race, Religion, and the Formative Years of
American-Japanese Relations. Try to the actual book Outposts of Civilization: Race, Religion, and the
Formative Years of American-Japanese Relations as your close friend. It means that it can to become your
friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Shameka Nye:

The book Outposts of Civilization: Race, Religion, and the Formative Years of American-Japanese Relations
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book Outposts of Civilization: Race, Religion, and the Formative Years of American-
Japanese Relations to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a publication
Outposts of Civilization: Race, Religion, and the Formative Years of American-Japanese Relations. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Margaret Gray:

The knowledge that you get from Outposts of Civilization: Race, Religion, and the Formative Years of
American-Japanese Relations will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words
the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Outposts of
Civilization: Race, Religion, and the Formative Years of American-Japanese Relations giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Outposts of Civilization: Race, Religion,
and the Formative Years of American-Japanese Relations instantly.

Sylvester Perkins:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Outposts of Civilization: Race,
Religion, and the Formative Years of American-Japanese Relations that give your enjoyment preference will



be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Outposts of Civilization: Race, Religion, and
the Formative Years of American-Japanese Relations become your own starter.
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