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Refuting commonly held beliefs within women’s and lesbian history, feminist theory, and histories of the
novel, Dangerous Intimacies challenges the idea that sex between women was unimaginable in British
culture before the late nineteenth century. Lisa L. Moore argues that literary representations of female sexual
agency—and in particular "sapphic" relationships between women—were central to eighteenth-century
debates over English national identity. Moore shows how the novel’s representation of women’s "romantic
friendships"—both platonic and sexual—were encoded within wider social concerns regarding race, nation,
and colonialist ventures.
Moore demonstrates that intimacy between women was vividly imagined in the British eighteenth century as
not only chaste and virtuous, but also insistently and inevitably sexual. She looks at instances of sapphism in
such novels as Millenium Hall, Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure, Belinda, and Emma and analyzes how the
new literary form of the novel made the bourgeois heroine’s successful negotiation of female friendship
central to the establishment of her virtue. Moore also examines representations of sapphism through the
sweeping economic and political changes of the period and claims that middle-class readers’ identifications
with the heroine’s virtue helped the novel’s bourgeois audience justify the violent bases of their new
prosperity, including slavery, colonialism, and bloody national rivalry.
In revealing the struggle over sapphism at the heart of these novels of female friendship—and at the heart of
England’s national identity—Moore shows how feminine sexual agency emerged as an important cultural
force in post-Enlightenment England
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From reader reviews:

Inocencia Hensley:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic History
of the British Novel is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Stanley Roman:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Dangerous
Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic History of the British Novel suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic History of
the British Novelis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number
of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Clayton Medina:

The publication untitled Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic History of the British Novel is the reserve
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a
lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic History of the British Novel from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Robert Burmeister:

Often the book Dangerous Intimacies: Toward a Sapphic History of the British Novel has a lot associated
with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.
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