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With masterful storytelling, Bergland and Hayes demonstrate how Lapham blended his ravenous curiosity
with an equable temperament and a passion for detail to create a legacy that is still relevant today.

—John Gurda

In this long overdue tribute to Wisconsin’s first scientist, authors Martha Bergland and Paul G. Hayes
explore the remarkable life and achievements of Increase Lapham (1811–1875). Lapham’s ability to observe,
understand, and meticulously catalog the natural world marked all of his work, from his days as a teenage
surveyor on the Erie Canal to his last great contribution as state geologist.

Self-taught, Lapham mastered botany, geology, archaeology, limnology, mineralogy, engineering,
meteorology, and cartography. A prolific writer, his 1844 guide to the territory was the first book published
in Wisconsin. Asked late in life which field of science was his specialty, he replied simply, “I am studying
Wisconsin.”

Lapham identified and preserved thousands of botanical specimens. He surveyed and mapped Wisconsin’s
effigy mounds. He was a force behind the creation of the National Weather Service, lobbying for a storm
warning system to protect Great Lakes sailors. Told in compelling detail through Lapham’s letters, journals,
books, and articles, Studying Wisconsin chronicles the life and times of Wisconsin’s pioneer citizen-
scientist.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Studying Wisconsin: The
Life of Increase Lapham, early chronicler of plants, rocks, rivers, mounds and all things Wisconsin. All type
of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Eric Campanelli:

Here thing why this kind of Studying Wisconsin: The Life of Increase Lapham, early chronicler of plants,
rocks, rivers, mounds and all things Wisconsin are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or
not. Studying Wisconsin: The Life of Increase Lapham, early chronicler of plants, rocks, rivers, mounds and
all things Wisconsin giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no publication that similar with Studying Wisconsin: The Life of Increase Lapham, early
chronicler of plants, rocks, rivers, mounds and all things Wisconsin. It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Studying Wisconsin: The Life of
Increase Lapham, early chronicler of plants, rocks, rivers, mounds and all things Wisconsin in e-book can be
your alternative.

Joshua Molina:

The guide untitled Studying Wisconsin: The Life of Increase Lapham, early chronicler of plants, rocks,
rivers, mounds and all things Wisconsin is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see
the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will
get the e-book of Studying Wisconsin: The Life of Increase Lapham, early chronicler of plants, rocks, rivers,
mounds and all things Wisconsin from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Richard Eby:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Studying Wisconsin: The Life
of Increase Lapham, early chronicler of plants, rocks, rivers, mounds and all things Wisconsin is simple to
create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You



can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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