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Classical Athenian literature often speaks of democratic politics in sexual terms. Citizens are urged to
become lovers of the polis, and politicians claim to be lovers of the people. Victoria Wohl argues that this
was no dead metaphor. Exploring the intersection between eros and politics in democratic Athens, Wohl
traces the private desires aroused by public ideology and the political consequences of citizens' most intimate
longings. Love among the Ruins analyzes the civic fantasies that lay beneath (but not necessarily parallel to)
Athens's political ideology. It shows how desire can disrupt politics and provides a deeper--at times
disturbing--insight into the democratic unconscious of ancient Athens.

The Athenians imagined the perfect citizen as a noble and manly lover. But this icon conceals a multitude of
other possible figures: sexy tyrants, potent pathics, and seductive perverts. Through critical re-readings of
canonical texts, Wohl investigates these fantasies, which seem so antithetical to Athens's manifest ideals. She
examines the interrelation of patriotism and narcissism, the trope of politics as prostitution, the elite
suspicion of political pleasure, and the status of perversion within Athens's sexual and political norms. She
also discusses the morbid drive that propelled Athenian imperialism, as well as democratic Athens's
paradoxical fascination with the joys of tyranny.

Drawing on contemporary critical theory in original ways, Wohl sketches the relationship between citizen
psyche and political life to illuminate the complex, frequently contradictory passions that structure
democracy, ancient and modern.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Matthews:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this Love among the Ruins: The
Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athens book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Anthony Hanna:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Love among the
Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athens suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in
Classical Athensis one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world on this book.

Janet Steele:

The book with title Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in Classical Athens includes a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring
you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Robert Spann:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Love among the Ruins: The Erotics of Democracy in
Classical Athens why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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