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When the Germans invaded her small Belgian village in 1914, Marthe Cnockaert’s home was burned and her
family separated. After getting a job at a German hospital, and winning the Iron Cross for her service to the
Reich, she was approached by a neighbor and invited to become an intelligence agent for the British. Not
without trepidation, Cnockaert embarked on a career as a spy, providing information and engaging in
sabotage before her capture and imprisonment in 1916. After the war, she was paid and decorated by a
grateful British government for her service.

Cnockaert’s is only one of the surprising and gripping stories that comprise Female Intelligence. This is the
first history of the female spies who served Britain during World War I, focusing on both the powerful
cultural images of these women and the realities, challenges, and contradictions of intelligence service.
Between the founding of modern British intelligence organizations in 1909 and the demobilization of 1919,
more than 6,000 women served the British government in either civil or military occupations as members of
the intelligence community. These women performed a variety of services, and they represented an
astonishing diversity of nationality, age, and class. From Aphra Behn, who spied for the British government
in the seventeenth century, to the most well known example, Mata Hari, female spies have a long history,
existing in juxtaposition to the folkloric notion of women as chatty, gossipy, and indiscreet.

Using personal accounts, letters, official documents and newspaper reports, Female Intelligence interrogates
different, and apparently contradictory, constructions of gender in the competing spheres of espionage
activity.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Unger:

The book Female Intelligence: Women and Espionage in the First World War can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like
a book Female Intelligence: Women and Espionage in the First World War? Several of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Female Intelligence: Women and Espionage in the First World
War has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous
world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Leah Pelton:

The e-book with title Female Intelligence: Women and Espionage in the First World War contains a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Jennifer Buster:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Female Intelligence: Women and Espionage in the First
World War why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Carl Johnson:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Female Intelligence:
Women and Espionage in the First World War provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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