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With The Ice Palace That Melted Away, Bill Stumpf, the designer of the first ergonomic chair, addresses the
symbiotic relationship between design and the way we live, the often deadening effect of technology, and his
hopes for a more humane future. As a designer associated with Herman Miller, Inc., for more than twenty
years, Stumpf has been thinking about the profoundly positive or negative effect design can have on our
culture. He is both an idealist and a pragmatist, and his wry, anecdotal style gently reveals his shrewd
observations about American customs and values. Stumpf is convinced that good design can create the right
atmosphere to inspire learning, rehabilitate criminals, and generally lift our spirits. Since technology has
succeeded in distancing us from the real experiences of life and such former pleasures as travel, in this
facinating  book he proposes a playful redesign of the Boeing 747 and a jaunty carriage-like taxicab to put us
back in touch with travel as it once was. But it is an event such as the construction of the ephemeral ice
palace in St. Paul, Minnesota, during the winter carnival—a source of joy and pride to adults and children
alike—that encapsulates the idea of play, which Stumpf feels is essential to all our lives.

This provocative book asks whether we might want to do something about our ever-declining levels of
"comfort, hidden goodness, play, personal worth, and helping others" to make our future society a truly
civilized one.

(Black-and-white illustrations throughout.)

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Keller:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular The Ice Palace That
Melted Away: Restoring Civility and Other Lost Virtues to Everyday Life book as basic and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jeremy Gable:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Ice Palace That
Melted Away: Restoring Civility and Other Lost Virtues to Everyday Life suitable to you? The book was
written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Ice Palace That Melted Away:
Restoring Civility and Other Lost Virtues to Everyday Lifeis one of several books that everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Christy Fowler:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us
novel, comics, along with soon. The The Ice Palace That Melted Away: Restoring Civility and Other Lost
Virtues to Everyday Life will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Sebrina Knapp:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Ice Palace That Melted Away:
Restoring Civility and Other Lost Virtues to Everyday Life which is keeping the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's view.
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