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"Literary criticism, as I attempt to practice it," writes Harold Bloom in The Anatomy of Influence, "is in the
first place literary, that is to say, personal and passionate."

For more than half a century, Bloom has shared his profound knowledge of the written word with students
and readers. In this, his most comprehensive and accessible study of influence, Bloom leads us through the
labyrinthine paths which link the writers and critics who have informed and inspired him for so many years.
The result is "a critical self-portrait," a sustained meditation on a life lived with and through the great works
of the Western canon: Why has influence been my lifelong obsessive concern? Why have certain writers
found me and not others? What is the end of a literary life?

Featuring extended analyses of Bloom's most cherished poets—Shakespeare, Whitman, and Crane—as well
as inspired appreciations of Emerson, Tennyson, Browning, Yeats, Ashbery, and others, The Anatomy of
Influence adapts Bloom's classic work The Anxiety of Influence to show us what great literature is, how it
comes to be, and why it matters. Each chapter maps startling new literary connections that suddenly seem
inevitable once Bloom has shown us how to listen and to read. A fierce and intimate appreciation of the art
of literature on a scale that the author will not again attempt, The Anatomy of Influence follows the sublime
works it studies, inspiring the reader with a sense of something ever more about to be.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gines:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book The Anatomy of Influence: Literature as a Way of Life was
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication The Anatomy of Influence: Literature as a Way of Life is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book The Anatomy of
Influence: Literature as a Way of Life. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

James Baker:

The actual book The Anatomy of Influence: Literature as a Way of Life has a lot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this book.

Theresa Braun:

The book untitled The Anatomy of Influence: Literature as a Way of Life contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author.
The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Gretchen Clark:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the
top record in your reading list is actually The Anatomy of Influence: Literature as a Way of Life. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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