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The Fossils of Blackberry Hill: Solving the Mystery of the First Animals on Land is the first book to cover
the unigue group of rock outcropsin Central Wisconsin that appears to have put an end to a one-hundred-
fifty-year-old mystery of global interest. Since the mid-eighteen-hundreds, fossilized footprints and
trackways have been found on beach deposits in what is now North Americathat dated back to the Cambrian
Period, some five hundred million years ago - but fossils of the animals that made them avoided detection all
that time. Thanksto Blackberry Hill, the identity of some of the first animalsto walk on land is a secret no
more. Numerous color photographs of spectacularly preserved tidal flat trackways, animals, and parts of the
habitat itsdlf, all frozen in stone, help to tell the story of some of the first animalsto explore this strange, new
environment. Current interpretations made possible by the fossil discoveries are presented, including how
some of the trackways were made and what might have lured the animals ashore. Peculiar, winding
trackways from giant, slug-like organisms and other boneless animals are shown covering entire surfaces.
This book also shows other surprises revealed at Blackberry Hill, including body and trace fossils of another
tidal flat dweller never before found in rocks as old as these, and the first occurrence to show that large
jellyfish were abundant in Cambrian times and were already subject to mass strandings. In this book,
Kenneth Gass thus demonstrates why Blackberry Hill holds its special place in the history of life on Earth.
WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING: “A mystery revealed, The Fossils of Blackberry Hill charmingly tells the
story of how clever scientific detective work has answered the question of what those first animals to visit
the subaerial environments of our world really were?however fleeting their visits from their ancient ocean
habitats may have been. Engagingly told by Chris Gass, one of the key participants, the story reveals the
importance of ahighly specia areathat holds the fossilized evidence that shows what really happened ... " —
Niles Eldredge, evolutionary biologist, author “The early history of life on land is a conundrum that has
perplexed some of the foremost figures in the history of paleontology since the era of Richard Owen and
Charles Darwin over 150 years ago. At center stage in this mystery are trackways on sedimentary rocks that
we now know are of Cambrian age - some 500 million years old - and were made by animals making the first
excursions out of water in life's history. In “The Fossils of Blackberry Hill”, Chris Gass weaves together the
history of science and groundbreaking research conducted over the past 20 years to reveal the identities of
these ancient trace makers. His book is a scientific detective story in words and photographs.” — Gregory D.
Edgecombe, The Natural History Museum (London) “An absorbing introduction to arich source of
paleontological information . . . fascinating color photographs. . . the book offers intriguing examples of
how paleontology works. . . appealing scientific detective story.” — Kirkus Reviews
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From reader reviews:
Mavis Strain:

Here thing why this specific The Fossils of Blackberry Hill: Solving the Mystery of the First Animals on
Land are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it dependsin the
content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Fossils of Blackberry Hill:
Solving the Mystery of the First Animals on Land giving you information deeper and in different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with The Fossils of Blackberry Hill: Solving
the Mystery of the First Animals on Land. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. Y ou can
easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Fossils of Blackberry Hill: Solving the
Mystery of the First Animals on Land in e-book can be your aternate.

James Chavez:

Typically the book The Fossils of Blackberry Hill: Solving the Mystery of the First Animalson Land has a
lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of help. The book was written by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Veronica Shriner:

Y ou can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The Fossils of Blackberry Hill: Solving the
Mystery of the First Animals on Land is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thusthere are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jacqueline Britt:

Y ou can obtain this The Fossils of Blackberry Hill: Solving the Mystery of the First Animals on Land by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose appropriate ways for you.
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