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The present-day Foreign Office in Whitehall is an imposing building whose genesis is bizarre. In 1857 a
competition was held to pick an architect, which provoked a huge row between the rival 'Classical' and
'Gothic' schools, which a 'Goth' (George Gilbert Scott) won – but was then forced to re-design in Classical.
The circumstances surrounding this fiasco furnish the starting-point for this book; which then goes on to
analyse the debate that preceded this decision, for the light it sheds on the complex nature of British culture
and society then. Among issues raise were contemporary and conflicting understandings of Britain's (or
England's) national and imperial identities; of religion and morality; of history, 'modernity' and 'progress';
and of class and gender. The debate offers an unusual insight into the relationship between all these matters
and 'high culture' generally. This account of it should be of great value to cultural and social historians, as
well as to any architectural historians interested in the broader historical context surrounding this and other
great monuments of the time.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Johnson:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for people. The book Battle of the Styles: Society, Culture and the Design of a New
Foreign Office, 1855-1861 ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Battle of the Styles:
Society, Culture and the Design of a New Foreign Office, 1855-1861 is not only giving you much more new
information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Battle of the Styles: Society, Culture and the
Design of a New Foreign Office, 1855-1861. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Jacqueline Stalling:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this Battle of the Styles: Society, Culture and the
Design of a New Foreign Office, 1855-1861 book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Sam Current:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Battle of the Styles: Society, Culture
and the Design of a New Foreign Office, 1855-1861 is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Gladys Jackson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Battle of the Styles:
Society, Culture and the Design of a New Foreign Office, 1855-1861, you are able to enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind



hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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