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In Wil Lou Gray: The Making of a Southern Progressive from New South to New Deal, Mary Macdonald
Ogden examines the first fifty years of the life and work of South Carolina's Wil Lou Gray (1883-1984), an
uncompromising advocate of public and private programs to improve education, health, citizen participation,
and culture in the Palmetto State. Motivated by the southern educational reform crusade, her own excellent
education, and the high levels of illiteracy she observed in South Carolina, Gray capitalized on the emergent
field of adult education before and after World War | to battle the racism, illiteracy, sexism, and political
lethargy commonplace in her native state.

As state superintendent of adult schools from 1919 to 1946, one of only two such superintendentsin the
nation, and through opportunity schools, adult night schools, pilgrimages, and media campaigns--all of
which she pioneered--Gray transformed South Carolina's anti-illiteracy campaign from a plan of eradication
to a comprehensive program of adult education. Ogden's biography reveals how Gray successfully secured
small but meaningful advances for both black and white adults in the face of harsh economic conditions,
pervasive white supremacy attitudes, and racial violence. Gray's socially progressive palitics brought change
in the first decades of the twentieth century.

Gray was arefined, sophisticated upper-class South Carolinian who played Canasta, |oved tomato aspic, and
served meals at the South Carolina Opportunity School on chinawith cloth napkins. She was also alifelong
Democrat, a passionate supporter of equality of opportunity, a masterful politician, aworkaholic, and in her
last years a vociferous supporter of government programs such as Medicare and nonprofits such as Planned
Parenthood.

She had aremarkable grasp of the issues that plagued her state and, with deep faith in the power of
government to foster social justice, developed innovative ways to address those problems despite real
financial, political, and social barriersto progress. Her life is an example of how one person with bravery,
tenacity, and faith in humanity can grasp the power of government to improve society.
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From reader reviews:
Mavis Strain:

Now aday people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resourcesin it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individualsto be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Wil Lou Gray: The Making of a
Southern Progressive from New South to New Deal book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the datain this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jose Scott:

This book untitled Wil Lou Gray: The Making of a Southern Progressive from New South to New Deal to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a
lot of benefit init. Y ou will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Maobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
publication from your list.

Shane McK ed:

Wil Lou Gray: The Making of a Southern Progressive from New South to New Deal can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his’her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Wil Lou Gray: The Making of a Southern Progressive from New South to New Dedl
although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Edward Carroll:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Wil Lou Gray: The Making of a Southern
Progressive from New South to New Deal book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who el se read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Wil
Lou Gray: The Making of a Southern Progressive from New South to New Deal as good book but not only
by the cover but also by the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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