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The scandal over modern music has not died down. While paintings by Pablo Picasso and Jackson Pollock
sell for ahundred million dollars or more, shocking musical works from Stravinsky's Rite of Spring onward
still send ripples of unease through audiences. At the same time, the influence of modern music can be felt
everywhere. Avant-garde sounds popul ate the soundtracks of Hollywood thrillers. Minimalist music has had
a huge effect on rock, pop, and dance music from the Velvet Underground onward. Alex Ross, the brilliant
music critic for The New Yorker, shines a bright light on this secret world, and shows how it has pervaded
every corner of twentieth century life.

The Rest Is Noise takes the reader inside the labyrinth of modern sound. It tells of maverick personalities
who have resisted the cult of the classical past, struggled against the indifference of awide public, and defied
the will of dictators. Whether they have charmed audiences with the purest beauty or battered them with the
purest noise, composers have aways been exuberantly of the present, defying the stereotype of classical
music as adying art.

Ross, in this sweeping and dramatic narrative, takes us from Vienna before the First World War to Parisin
the twenties, from Hitler's Germany and Stalin's Russia to downtown New Y ork in the sixties and seventies.
We follow the rise of mass culture and mass politics, of dramatic new technologies, of hot and cold wars, of
experiments, revolutions, riots, and friendships forged and broken. In the tradition of Simon Schama's The
Embarrassment of Riches and Louis Menand's The Metaphysical Club, the end result is not so much a
history of twentieth-century music as a history of the twentieth century through its music.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Campbell:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them isthis The Rest Is
Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century.

Sam Grimes:

The actual book The Rest IsNoise: Listening to the Twentieth Century has alot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get alot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after perusing this book.

CarlaMcFarlin:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Rest Is Noise: Listening to
the Twentieth Century that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So, for every you who want to start reading
as your good habit, you could pick The Rest Is Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century become your
personal starter.

Sylvia Alexander:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except your personal
teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Rest Is
Noise: Listening to the Twentieth Century.
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