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A medical anthropologist’s account of fortune-telling and management of one’s own destiny in Peru

• Explains the fortune-telling naipes cards and how Amazonian shamans use them to diagnose clients’ ills

• Looks at the Sacred Mystical Order of Septrionism and its techniques for managing destiny

While studying Amazonian shamans who use ayahuasca and Peruvian coastal healers who use mescaline
cactus to treat psychological illness, Marlene Dobkin de Rios learned about the naipes cards--fortune-telling
cards similar to the tarot used as part of the healers’ method of diagnosis. Immersing herself in their culture,
she began telling fortunes with the naipes cards and was surprised by the intimacy it induced in the native
people she was trying to study as well as the profoundly accurate results she encountered. Finding herself
pulled further and further into Peruvian culture, in 1977 Dobkin de Rios was initiated into the sacred
mystical order of Septrionismo, which emphasizes specific techniques--such as meditation, ritual, and
reflection--to manage one’s future rather than depending solely on fate and fortune.

Explaining how to use the naipes cards as well as examining the practices of the Septrionic Order, Dobkin de
Rios explores her experiences with both traditions through the lens of her anthropological and psychological
training, describing how these diverse encounters opened her mind to the powers of divination as well as
taught her the means of directing her own destiny.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brown:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do?
All people has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their can do that. It said
that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de
infancia until university need that Fate, Fortune, and Mysticism in the Peruvian Amazon: The Septrionic
Order and the Naipes Cards to read.

Helen McCleary:

This book untitled Fate, Fortune, and Mysticism in the Peruvian Amazon: The Septrionic Order and the
Naipes Cards to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from
your list.

Patricia Baker:

Precisely why? Because this Fate, Fortune, and Mysticism in the Peruvian Amazon: The Septrionic Order
and the Naipes Cards is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method
but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore
or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book?
If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Tanya Caggiano:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Fate, Fortune, and Mysticism in
the Peruvian Amazon: The Septrionic Order and the Naipes Cards that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to
know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Fate,
Fortune, and Mysticism in the Peruvian Amazon: The Septrionic Order and the Naipes Cards become your



own starter.
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