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Trigonometry has always been an underappreciated branch of mathematics. It has a reputation as a dry and
difficult subject, a glorified form of geometry complicated by tedious computation. In this book, Eli Maor
draws on his remarkable talents as a guide to the world of numbers to dispel that view. Rejecting the usual
arid descriptions of sine, cosine, and their trigonometric relatives, he brings the subject to life in a
compelling blend of history, biography, and mathematics. He presents both a survey of the main elements of
trigonometry and a unique account of its vital contribution to science and social development. Woven
together in a tapestry of entertaining stories, scientific curiosities, and educational insights, the book more
than lives up to the title Trigonometric Delights.

Maor, whose previous books have demystified the concept of infinity and the unusual number "e," begins by
examining the "proto-trigonometry" of the Egyptian pyramid builders. He shows how Greek astronomers
developed the first true trigonometry. He traces the slow emergence of modern, analytical trigonometry,
recounting its colorful origins in Renaissance Europe's quest for more accurate artillery, more precise clocks,
and more pleasing musical instruments. Along the way, we see trigonometry at work in, for example, the
struggle of the famous mapmaker Gerardus Mercator to represent the curved earth on a flat sheet of paper;
we see how M. C. Escher used geometric progressions in his art; and we learn how the toy Spirograph uses
epicycles and hypocycles.

Maor also sketches the lives of some of the intriguing figures who have shaped four thousand years of
trigonometric history. We meet, for instance, the Renaissance scholar Regiomontanus, who is rumored to
have been poisoned for insulting a colleague, and Maria Agnesi, an eighteenth-century Italian genius who
gave up mathematics to work with the poor--but not before she investigated a special curve that, due to
mistranslation, bears the unfortunate name "the witch of Agnesi." The book is richly illustrated, including
rare prints from the author's own collection. Trigonometric Delights will change forever our view of a once
dreaded subject.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Trigonometric Delights (Princeton Science Library). Try to stumble
through book Trigonometric Delights (Princeton Science Library) as your buddy. It means that it can to be
your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Joann Hamilton:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Trigonometric Delights
(Princeton Science Library) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Michelle Fulk:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Trigonometric Delights (Princeton Science Library), it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Teresita Donahue:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Trigonometric Delights (Princeton Science Library) can make you experience more interested to
read.
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