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In River of Hope, Omar S. Valerio-Jiménez examines state formation, cultural change, and the construction
of identity in the lower Rio Grande region during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. He chronicles a
history of violence resulting from multiple conquests, of resistance and accommodation to state power, and
of changing ethnic and political identities. The redrawing of borders neither began nor ended the region's
long history of unequal power relations. Nor did it lead residents to adopt singular colonial or national
identities. Instead, their regionalism, transnational cultural practices, and kinship ties subverted state attempts
to control and divide the population.

Diverse influences transformed the borderlands as Spain, Mexico, and the United States competed for
control of the region. Indian slaves joined Spanish society; Mexicans allied with Indians to defend river
communities; Anglo Americans and Mexicans intermarried and collaborated; and women sued to confront
spousal abuse and to secure divorces. Drawn into multiple conflicts along the border, Mexican nationals and
Mexican Texans (tejanos) took advantage of their transnational social relations and ambiguous citizenship to
escape criminal prosecution, secure political refuge, and obtain economic opportunities. To confront the
racialization of their cultural practices and their increasing criminalization, tejanos claimed citizenship rights
within the United States and, in the process, created a new identity.

Published in cooperation with the William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies, Southern Methodist
University.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Robinson:

The reserve with title River of Hope: Forging Identity and Nation in the Rio Grande Borderlands has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Ruben Jenkins:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love River of Hope: Forging Identity
and Nation in the Rio Grande Borderlands, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Elaine Rochelle:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This River of Hope: Forging Identity
and Nation in the Rio Grande Borderlands is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Frankie Lampkins:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of River of Hope: Forging Identity and
Nation in the Rio Grande Borderlands can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one
book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have
River of Hope: Forging Identity and Nation in the Rio Grande Borderlands.
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