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Seth Ledyard Phelps was of the Old Navy and the New. As a midshipman and junior officer he served under
sail off West Africa, in the War with Mexico, and in the Mediterranean and Caribbean. Asasenior officein
the river squadrons of the Civil War he saw combat at its closest.

Phelps, a native of Chardon, Ohio, was a prolific and observant correspondent. His private letters, to his
wife, hisfather, and to political patrons and other naval officers, are among the most compelling and
descriptive extant.

The heart of Ironclad Captain are these letters, which Jay Slagle has set in context through the judicious use
of published documents, memoirs, and scholarly histories of the navy. Theresult isasmall history of the
navy and its officer corps for the middle third of the nineteenth century.

Phelp’ s self-confidence fueled a driving ambition. He was one of the severest critics of the navy’s seniority
system, which seemed to thwart those ambitions. After long and often heroic service on the Western Rivers,
he left the navy in 1864 to pursue aless exciting career in commerce and diplomacy. Unfortunately for
historians, his correspondence ends at that time as well. Notwithstanding his bitter leave-taking Seth Phelps
loved his country and his service. His letters are a permanent and invaluable legacy to both.
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From reader reviews:
Tammy Crider:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read abook. They are reading whatever
they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you should
have this Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps and the U.S. Navy, 1841-1864.

Richard Zhang:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book thus.
There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new facts. When
you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous waysto share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especiadly fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps and the U.S. Navy, 1841-1864, you could tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

Deborah Browning:

The guide untitled Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps and the U.S. Navy, 1841-1864 is the publication
that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author
was did alot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirementsis
absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps and the U.S.
Navy, 1841-1864 from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy freetime.

William Stewart:

That publication can make you to fedl relax. Thiskind of book Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps and
the U.S. Navy, 1841-1864 was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Ironclad
Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps and the U.S. Navy, 1841-1864 has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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