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When we think of the Italian Mafia, we think of Marlon Brando, Tony Soprano, and the Corleones&
mdash;iconic actors and characters who give shady dealings a mythical pop presence. Yet these sensational
depictions take us only so far. The true story of the Mafia reveals both an organization and mindset dedicated
to the preservation of tradition. It is no accident that the rise of the Mafia coincided with the unification of
Italy and the influx of immigrants into America. The Mafia means more than a horse head under the sheets&
mdash;it functions as an alternative to the state, providing its own social and political justice.

Combining a nuanced history with a unique counternarrative concerning stereotypes of the immigrant,
Salvatore Lupo, a leading historian of modern Italy and a major authority on its criminal history, has written
the definitive account of the Sicilian Mafia from 1860 to the present. Consulting rare archival sources, he
traces the web of associations, both illicit and legitimate, that have defined Cosa Nostra during its various
incarnations. He focuses on several crucial periods of transition: the Italian unification of 1860 to 1861, the
murder of noted politician Notarbartolo, fascist repression of the Mafia, the Allied invasion of 1943, social
conflicts after each world war, and the major murders and trials of the 1980s.

Lupo identifies the internal cultural codes that define the Mafia and places these codes within the context of
social groups and communities. He also challenges the belief that the Mafia has grown more ruthless in
recent decades. Rather than representing a shift from "honorable" crime to immoral drug trafficking and
violence, Lupo argues the terroristic activities of the modern Mafia signify a new desire for visibility and a
distinct break from the state. Where these pursuits will take the family adds a fascinating coda to Lupo's
work.
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From reader reviews:

Leroy Mallett:

The book History of the Mafia can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave a good thing like a book History of the Mafia? A number of you have a different opinion
about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book History of the Mafia has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Lee:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read will be History of the Mafia.

Tamica Harris:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually History of the Mafia why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Nancy Sherman:

Beside this History of the Mafia in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if
you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have History of the Mafia because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss this? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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