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The House of Lords, for over 300 years the UKs highest court, was transformed in 2009 into the UK
Supreme Court. This book provides a compelling and unrivalled view into the workings of the Court during
its final decade, and into the formative years of the Supreme Court. Drawing on over 100 interviews,
including more than 40 with Law Lords and Justices, and uniquely, some of their judicial notebooks, this is a
landmark study of appellate judging from the inside by an author whose earlier work on the House of Lords
has provided a scholarly benchmark for over 30 years.

The book demonstrates that appellate decision-making in the UKs final court remains a social and collective
process, primarily because of the dialogues which take place between the judges and the key groups with
which they interact when reaching their decisions. As the book shows, the forms of dialogue are now more
varied, yet the most significant dialogues continue to be with their fellow Law Lords and Justices, and with
counsel. To these, new dialogues have been added, namely those with foreign courts (especially Strasbourg)
and with judicial assistants, which have subtly altered the tenor and import of their other dialogues.

The research reveals that, unlike the English Court of Appeal, the House of Lords in its last decade was only
intermittently collegial since Lord Binghams philosophy of appellate judging left opinion writing,
concurrences and dissents largely to individual preference. In the Supreme Court, however, there has been a
marked shift to team working and collective decision-making bringing with it challenges and occasional
tensions not seen in the final years of the House of Lords. The work shows that effectiveness in group-
decision making in the final court turns in part on the stages when dialogues occur, in part on the geography
of the court and in part on the task leadership and social leadership skills of the judges involved in particular
cases.
The passing of the Human Rights Act and the expansion in judicial review over the last 30 years have
dramatically altered the two remaining dialogues - those with Parliament and with the Executive. With the
former, the dialogue has grown more distant, with the latter, more problematic, than was the case 40 years
ago. The last chapter rehearses where the changing dialogues have left the UKs final court. Ironically,
despite the oft applauded commitment of the new Court to public visibility, the book concludes that even
greater transparency in the dialogue with the public may be required.

The way appellate judges at the highest level behave to each other, to counsel, with other branches of
government and with other courts is brought under closer scrutiny in this book than ever before?The
remarkable width and depth of his examination?has resulted in a work of real scholarship, which all those
who are interested in how appellate courts work all over the common law world will find especially valuable.
From the foreword by Lord Hope of Craighead KT

Alan Patersons knowledge and interest in the Supreme Court, coupled with his expertise as a lawyer who
understands the legal system and the judicial process, make him a perfect chronicler and assessor of what the
Courts role is and what it should be, and how it functions and how it might improve.
Lord Neuberger, President of the Supreme Court
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From reader reviews:

Kina Chatman:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords
and the Supreme Court. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Diane Numbers:

Beside this kind of Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court in your phone, it could give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village.
It is good thing to have Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along
with read it from today!

Vicki Escalante:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the
Supreme Court can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these books have than the others?

Dolores Albert:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the
Supreme Court to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling
about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go
through it. Beside that the publication Final Judgment: The Last Law Lords and the Supreme Court can to be
your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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