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Through lively, engaging narrative, Understories demonstrates how volatile politics of race, class, and nation
animate the notoriously violent struggles over forests in the southwestern United States. Rather than
reproduce traditional understandings of nature and environment, Jake Kosek shifts the focus toward material
and symbolic “natures,” seemingly unchangeable essences central to formations of race, class, and nation
that are being remade not just through conflicts over resources but also through everyday practices by
Chicano activists, white environmentalists, and state officials as well as nuclear scientists, heroin addicts,
and health workers. Drawing on two years of ethnographic fieldwork and extensive archival research, he
shows how these contentious natures are integral both to environmental politics and the formation of
racialized citizens, politicized landscapes, and modern regimes of rule.

Kosek traces the histories of forest extraction and labor exploitation in northern New Mexico, where Hispano
residents have forged passionate attachments to place. He describes how their sentiments of dispossession
emerged through land tenure systems and federal management programs that remade forest landscapes as
exclusionary sites of national and racial purity. Fusing fine-grained ethnography with insights gleaned from
cultural studies and science studies, Kosek shows how the nationally beloved Smokey the Bear became a
symbol of white racist colonialism for many Hispanos in the region, while Los Alamos National Laboratory,
at once revered and reviled, remade regional ecologies and economies. Understories offers an innovative
vision of environmental politics, one that challenges scholars as well as activists to radically rework their
understandings of relations between nature, justice, and identity.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Understories: The Political Life of Forests in Northern New Mexico (a John Hope Franklin Center Book),
you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a e-book.

Randal Revilla:

The particular book Understories: The Political Life of Forests in Northern New Mexico (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Frances Coffey:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Understories: The Political Life of Forests in Northern New
Mexico (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Mary Adam:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Understories: The Political Life of
Forests in Northern New Mexico (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) can be the respond to, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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