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A drifter with no name and no past, driven purely by desire, is convinced by a beautiful woman to murder
her husband. A hard-drinking detective down on his luck becomes involved with agang of criminalsin
pursuit of a priceless artifact. The stories are at once romantic, pessimistic, filled with anxiety and a sense of
alienation, and they define the essence of film noir. Noir emerged as a prominent American film genrein the
early 1940s, distinguishable by its use of unusual lighting, sinister plots, mysterious characters, and dark
themes. From The Maltese Falcon (1941) to Touch of Evil (1958), films from this classic period reflect an
atmosphere of corruption and social decay that attracted such accomplished directors as John Huston, Alfred
Hitchcock, Billy Wilder, and Orson Welles. The Philosophy of Film Noir is the first volume to focus
exclusively on the philosophical underpinnings of these iconic films. Drawing on the work of diverse
thinkers, from the French existentialist Albert Camus to the Frankurt school theorists Max Horkheimer and
Theodor Adorno, the volume connects film noir to the philosophical questions of a modern, often nihilistic,
world. Opening with an examination of what constitutes noir cinema, the book interprets the philosophical
elements consistently present in the films -- themes such as moral ambiguity, reason versus passion, and
pessimism. The contributors to the volume also argue that the essence and elements of noir have
fundamentally influenced movies outside of the traditional noir period. Neo-noir films such as Pulp Fiction
(1994), Fight Club (1999), and Memento (2000) have reintroduced the genre to a contemporary audience. As
they assess the concepts present in individual films, the contributors also illuminate and explore the
philosophical themes that surface in popular culture. A close examination of one of the most significant
artistic movements of the twentieth century, The Philosophy of Film Noir reinvigorates an intellectual
discussion at the intersection of popular culture and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:
Peter Burnett:

This The Philosophy of Film Noir (The Philosophy of Popular Culture) book isjust not ordinary book, you
have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book isinformation inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you
will get. This specific The Philosophy of Film Noir (The Philosophy of Popular Culture) without we know
teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Philosophy of
Film Noir (The Philosophy of Popular Culture) can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space
or bookshelves' turn into full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The
Philosophy of Film Noir (The Philosophy of Popular Culture) having excellent arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

L avonne Ouellette;

This The Philosophy of Film Noir (The Philosophy of Popular Culture) are generally reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Philosophy of Film Noir (The
Philosophy of Popular Culture) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it al over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this The Philosophy of Film Noir (The Philosophy of Popular Culture) giving you
an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day task. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ruth Westlund:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Philosophy of Film Noir (The Philosophy of Popular Culture) provide you with a new experiencein
reading through a book.

Jack Jackson:

Y ou may get this The Philosophy of Film Noir (The Philosophy of Popular Culture) by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Just smply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose



proper ways for you.
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