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Morag Martin’s history of the cosmetic industry in France examines the evolution of popular tastes and
standards of beauty during the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Asthe French citizenry rebelled against the
excesses of the aristocracy, there was a parallel shift in consumer beauty practices. Powdered wigs, alabaster
white skin, and rouged cheeks disappeared in favor of amore natural and simple style.

Slling Beauty challenges expectations about past fashions and offers a unique look into consumer culture
and business practices. Martin introduces readers to the social and economic world of cosmetic production
and consumption, recounts criticisms against the use of cosmetics from avariety of voices, and examines
how producers and retail ers responded to quickly evolving fashions.

Martin shows that the survival of the industry depended on its ability to find customers among the emerging
working and middle classes. But the newfound popularity of cosmetics raised serious questions.
Critics—from radical philosophes to medical professionals—complained that the use of cosmetics was a
threat to social morals and questioned the healthfulness of products that contained arsenic, mercury, and
lead. Cosmetic producers embraced these withering criticisms, though, skillfully addressing these concerns
in their marketing campaigns, reassuring consumers of the moral and physical safety of their products.

Rather than disappearing along with the Old Regime, the commerce of cosmetics, reimagined and redefined,
flourished in the early 19th century, as political ideals and Enlightenment philosophies radically altered
popular sentiment.
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From reader reviews:
David Martin:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Selling Beauty: Cosmetics, Commerce, and French Society,
1750-1830 (The Johns Hopkins University Studiesin Historical and Political Science).

Kerri Goodman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, yathink reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Selling Beauty:
Cosmetics, Commerce, and French Society, 1750-1830 (The Johns Hopkins University Studiesin Historical
and Poalitical Science) which is keeping the e-book version. So, why not try out this book? Let's view.

Esther Watson:

Isit anindividual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Selling Beauty: Cosmetics, Commerce, and
French Society, 1750-1830 (The Johns Hopkins University Studiesin Historical and Political Science) can
be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your spare time
by reading in this brand-new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Carmen Hamm:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and Selling Beauty: Cosmetics, Commerce, and French Society,
1750-1830 (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science) or perhaps others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them
to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Selling Beauty:
Cosmetics, Commerce, and French Society, 1750-1830 (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical
and Political Science) to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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