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Funny, lively and unpredictable, stand-up comedy is above all a medium to be enjoyed. Popular as a good
night out and packing the TV schedules, stand-up permeates British society and culture.

Ubiquitous though it is, we are generally reluctant to consider comedy's social consequences. When
comedians offend we seem ready to consider the potential for stand-up to do some wider harm, yet we rarely
consider the good that it might do.

This book looks at the social and political impact of stand-up comedy in both its positive and negative forms.
Drawing on exclusive interviews with comedians such as Stewart Lee, Josie Long, Joe Wilkinson and Mark
Thomas, and examples of comic material on everything from revolution, terrorism and homosexuality, to
knitting and the inefficiency of the home shower, it explores comedy's role in determining our attitudes and
opinions. While revealing the conventions comics use to manage audience response, Sophie Quirk
demonstrates how comedy audiences allow themselves to be manipulated, and the potential harm – and real
benefits – that may arise from 'just' being funny.
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From reader reviews:

Boris Hansen:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Why Stand-up
Matters: How Comedians Manipulate and Influence book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Gabriel Reed:

Exactly why? Because this Why Stand-up Matters: How Comedians Manipulate and Influence is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Christopher Watson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Why Stand-up Matters: How Comedians Manipulate and Influence your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get ahead of. The Why Stand-up Matters: How Comedians Manipulate and Influence
giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Royce Britton:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Why Stand-up Matters: How
Comedians Manipulate and Influence as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or



students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Why Stand-up Matters: How Comedians Manipulate and Influence
to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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