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The thirst for knowledge and adventure have always been at the forefront of human imagination. In this
engrossing tale, John Kendrick takes us on a voyage across the Pacific via the Philippines, New Zealand, the
infant British colony at Sydney Cove, and the Tonga Islands, chronicling the life of Alejandro Malaspina, an
eighteenth-century Italian navigator in the service of Spain.Malaspina arrived in Spain with a scientific
background and an ardent interest in the philosophy of the Enlightenment. A skilled navigator, his 1789
Pacific voyage was the last and most important of his career - a five-year scientific and political examination
of the Spanish colonies in the Americas and the Philippines. His appraisal of the British colonies at Sydney
Cove and Tonga allowed him to compare life in a place almost untouched by European contact with the
situation in the colonies. Malaspina eventually returned to Spain, where he was received by King Charles IV
and commissioned to produce a work covering all aspects of his studies that would establish Spain's
reputation as a modern enlightened state.Malaspina advised the king that this could be achieved only if all
the present ministers were dismissed and replaced with a slate of Malaspina's choosing who would back his
visionary ideas. This seemingly naive proposal resulted in a unanimous vote by the council that his plan was
false, seditious, and injurious to the sovereignty of Their Majesties and a sentence of ten years imprisonment
in the fortress of San Anton. At Napoleon's urging he was released after eight years and exiled to Italy. He
died there in 1810, just as the revolts in the Americas were starting, as he had predicted. Using Malaspina's
writings, including the journal of his great voyage and his personal letters, John Kendrick makes the life of
this extraordinary man available for the first time in English.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Holmes:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Alejandro Malaspina:
Portrait of a Visionary? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Nancy Baumgardner:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in writing, they
also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Alejandro Malaspina: Portrait of
a Visionary.

Carolyn Treece:

The book untitled Alejandro Malaspina: Portrait of a Visionary contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read
on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Nicolas Jones:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Alejandro Malaspina: Portrait of a Visionary as well as
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Alejandro Malaspina: Portrait of a Visionary to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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