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Most readers of contemporary poetry would agree with literary critic Helen Vendler that "thereis no
significant poet whose work does not mirror, both formally and in its preoccupations, the absence of the
transcendent"--that no major modern poet writes religious poetry. Indeed, the very ideathat avital Christian
poetry might arise within our thoroughly secular culture seems almost inconceivable. Isit possible that a
body of Christian poetry is how being produced whose literary merit is equal to itsreligious conviction?
David Impastato's splendid anthology, Upholding Mystery, answers that question with aresounding and
surprising "yes."

From Andrew Hudgins' often humorous narratives to Geoffery Hill's darkly impassioned lyrics, from Denise
Levertov'sincisive personal and political insights to Wendell Berry's lovely evocations of the divine
presence in nature, Upholding Mystery offers readers a wide range of both poetic and spiritual satisfactions.
Featuring only poets who are currently writing--including such well-known poets as Richard Wilbur, Annie
Dillard, Daniel Berrigan, Les Murray, and Louise Erdrich, along with the impressive though less-known
voices of David Craig, Scott Cairns, and David Brendan Hopes--this superb anthology provides generous
selections of work that is admirable equally for the stature of its verse and for itsillumination of the Christian
ethos. By limiting the number of poets included, this collection allows readersto gain a thorough familiarity
with each poet's work and to see how each struggles with, celebrates, and embodies a vision of the sacred
throughout a personal body of verse. In addition, editor David Impastato provides brief, accessible,
extremely helpful introductions that highlight the specifically Christian concerns of the poems, and he
organizes the book into sections dealing with such topics as The Cross, Transformation, Injustice, Presence,
Praise, The Mystical Body, and so on, thereby giving the reader a coherent theol ogical journey as well asthe
pleasurable experience of the individual poems.

Here, then, is a contemporary encounter with Christian mystery, in poetry that is as vibrant, as compelling,
and as meaningful as any being written today. David Impastato has done an invaluable service in showing
that the transcendent is indeed alive and well in the hands of contemporary poets, despite reportsto the
contrary, and in gathering a dazzling array of poems that will appeal in equal measure to religious and
literary readers alike.
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From reader reviews:
Alysa Appel:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Upholding Mystery: An Anthology of Contemporary
Christian Poetry. Try to stumble through book Upholding Mystery: An Anthology of Contemporary
Christian Poetry as your friend. It meansthat it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside that
of course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience aswell as
knowledge with this book.

Mildred Olsen:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extratime or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is usually Upholding Mystery: An Anthology of Contemporary Christian Poetry.

David Saenz:

Beside that Upholding Mystery: An Anthology of Contemporary Christian Poetry in your phone, it might
give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can
got hereisfresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people livein narrow village. It
is good thing to have Upholding Mystery: An Anthology of Contemporary Christian Poetry because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to missit? Find this book as
well asread it from currently!

Kyle Cook:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Upholding Mystery: An Anthology of Contemporary Christian Poetry we can get more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Only choose
the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book
Upholding Mystery: An Anthology of Contemporary Christian Poetry. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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