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Sexual abuse scandals, declining attendance, a meltdown in the number of priests and nuns, the closing of
many parishes and parochial schools--all have shaken American Catholicism. Yet conservatives have
increasingly dominated the church hierarchy.

In The Catholic Labyrinth, Peter McDonough tells a tale of multiple struggles that animate various groups--
the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests, Voice of the Faithful, and the Leadership Roundtable
chief among them--pushing to modernize the church. One contest pits reformers against those who back age-
old standards of sexual behavior and gender roles. Another area of contention, involving efforts to maintain
the church's far-flung operations in education, social services, and healthcare, raises constitutional issues
about the separation of church and state. Once a sidebar to this debate, the bishops' campaign to control the
terms of employment and access to contraceptives in church-sponsored ministries has fueled conflict further.

McDonough draws on behind-the-scenes documentation and personal interviews with leading reformers and
"loyalists" to explore how both retrenchment and resistance to clericalism have played out in American
Catholicism. Despite growing support for optional celibacy among priests, the ordination of women, and
similar changes, and in the midst of numerous departures from the church, immigration and a lingering
reaction against the upheavals of the sixties have helped sustain a popular traditionalism among "Catholics in
the pews." So have the polemics of Catholic neoconservatives. These demographic and cultural factors--as
well as the silent dissent of those who simply ignore rather than oppose the church's more regressive
positions--have reinforced a culture of deference that impedes reform. At the same time, selective managerial
improvements show promise of advancing incremental change.

Timely and incisive, The Catholic Labyrinth captures the church at a historical crossroads, as advocates for
change struggle to reconcile religious mores with the challenges of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

The actual book The Catholic Labyrinth: Power, Apathy, and a Passion for Reform in the American Church
will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book The Catholic
Labyrinth: Power, Apathy, and a Passion for Reform in the American Church is much recommended to you
to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

John Honeycutt:

The book with title The Catholic Labyrinth: Power, Apathy, and a Passion for Reform in the American
Church includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
That book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so
you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Kirk Fonseca:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Catholic Labyrinth: Power,
Apathy, and a Passion for Reform in the American Church is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

James Barclay:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Catholic Labyrinth: Power, Apathy, and a
Passion for Reform in the American Church to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill
of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to
like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve The Catholic Labyrinth: Power, Apathy, and a
Passion for Reform in the American Church can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of these time.
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