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In Shakespeare and Abraham, Ken Jackson illuminates William Shakespeare’s dramatic fascination with the
story of Abraham’s near sacrifice of his son Isaac in Genesis 22. Themes of child killing fill Shakespeare’s
early plays: Genesis 22 informed Clifford’s attack on young Rutland in 3 Henry 6, Hubert’s providentially
thwarted murder of Arthur in King John, and Aaron the Moor’s surprising decision to spare his son amidst
the filial slaughters of Titus Andronicus, among others.

However, the playwright’s full engagement with the biblical narrative does not manifest itself exclusively in
scenes involving the sacrifice of children or in verbal borrowings from the famously sparse story of
Abraham. Jackson argues that the most important influence of Genesis 22 and its interpretive tradition is to
be found in the conceptual framework that Shakespeare develops to explore relationships among ideas of
religion, sovereignty, law, and justice. Jackson probes the Shakespearean texts from the vantage of modern
theology and critical theory, while also orienting them toward the traditions concerning Abraham in Jewish,
Pauline, patristic, medieval, and Reformation sources and early English drama. Consequently, the
playwright’s “Abrahamic explorations” become strikingly apparent in unexpected places such as the “trial”
of Shylock in The Merchant of Venice and the bifurcated structure of Timon of Athens.

By situating Shakespeare in a complex genealogy that extends from ancient religion to postmodern
philosophy, Jackson inserts Shakespeare into the larger contemporary conversation about religion in the
modern world.   

"Ken Jackson's Shakespeare and Abraham poses a powerful model for how a biblical hero can be recovered
within a number of divergent dramatic contexts—both Shakespearean and medieval—as well as in
philosophy and theology. Writing with great clarity about challenging ideas, Jackson has led us a great deal
closer to understanding the meanings that the binding of Isaac held for Shakespeare." —Julia Reinhard
Lupton, University of California, Irvine

"Ken Jackson’s powerfully argued book challenges us to rethink what religion may have meant to
Shakespeare and what it may yet come to mean for us. Neither secular nor orthodox, neither skeptical nor
pious, Jackson’s Shakespeare is nevertheless a passionately committed playwright deeply aware of the
inescapably religious dimensions of everyday life. Through a series of startling readings, Jackson shows
Shakespeare bearing witness to a desire for pure generosity that quickens even as it unsettles the three great
monotheisms. Shakespeare and Abraham is high-stakes criticism sure to provoke." —Gary Kuchar,
University of Victoria

“Ken Jackson’s timely book makes a forceful case for attending to Shakespeare’s engagement with the
Abrahamic roots of monotheism as a way of looking anew at some of the most perplexing moments in the
plays. Reevaluating the playwright’s attitude toward religion without getting bogged down in debates over
doctrinal commitments, Jackson gives us a Shakespeare deeply invested in religious questions, if not
religious controversy. Moving effortlessly among theological, literary, and philosophical works from
antiquity to the present, Jackson reveals that Shakespeare’s response to Abraham raises urgent questions
about the intersections of religion and culture in early modern England that are no less relevant today.”
—James A. Knapp, Edward Surtz, S.J., Professor of English, Loyola University Chicago
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From reader reviews:

Ana Steadman:

Shakespeare and Abraham can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set
every word into delight arrangement in writing Shakespeare and Abraham although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Tatum Martin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Shakespeare and Abraham reserve written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Shakespeare and Abraham as good book not just by the
cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Laverne Dunbar:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Shakespeare and Abraham can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short
free time problems.

Robin Adams:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Shakespeare and Abraham can make you experience more interested to read.
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