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Knowledge is a big subject, says Stuart Firestein, but ignorance is a bigger one. And it is ignorance--not
knowledge--that is the true engine of science.

Most of us have a false impression of science as a surefire, deliberate, step-by-step method for finding things
out and getting things done. In fact, says Firestein, more often than not, science is like looking for a black cat
in a dark room, and there may not be a cat in the room. The process is more hit-or-miss than you might
imagine, with much stumbling and groping after phantoms. But it is exactly this "not knowing," this puzzling
over thorny questions or inexplicable data, that gets researchers into the lab early and keeps them there late,
the thing that propels them, the very driving force of science. Firestein shows how scientists use ignorance to
program their work, to identify what should be done, what the next steps are, and where they should
concentrate their energies. And he includes a catalog of how scientists use ignorance, consciously or
unconsciously--a remarkable range of approaches that includes looking for connections to other research,
revisiting apparently settled questions, using small questions to get at big ones, and tackling a problem
simply out of curiosity. The book concludes with four case histories--in cognitive psychology, theoretical
physics, astronomy, and neuroscience--that provide a feel for the nuts and bolts of ignorance, the day-to-day
battle that goes on in scientific laboratories and in scientific minds with questions that range from the
quotidian to the profound.

Turning the conventional idea about science on its head, Ignorance opens a new window on the true nature
of research. It is a must-read for anyone curious about science.
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From reader reviews:

George Cardenas:

This book untitled Ignorance: How It Drives Science to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily
to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

John Ashton:

This Ignorance: How It Drives Science is great book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Ignorance: How It
Drives Science in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

John Rivera:

The book untitled Ignorance: How It Drives Science contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains her idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do certainly
not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new
era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Donald Goodman:

You can find this Ignorance: How It Drives Science by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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