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For poets, priests, and politicians--and especially ordinary Germans--in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, the image of the loving nuclear family gathered around the Christmas tree symbolized the unity of
the nation at large. German Christmas was supposedly organic, a product of the winter solstice rituals of
pagan "Teutonic" tribes, the celebration of the birth of Jesus, and the age-old customs that defined German
character. Yet, as Joe Perry argues, Germans also used these annual celebrations to contest the deepest values
that held the German community together: faith, family, and love, certainly, but also civic responsibility,
material prosperity, and national belonging.

Thisrichly illustrated volume explores the invention, evolution, and politicization of Germany's favorite
national holiday. According to Perry, Christmas played a crucial role in public politics, as revealed in the
militarization of "War Christmas" during World War | and World War 11, the Nazification of Christmas by
the Third Reich, and the political manipulation of Christmas during the Cold War. Perry offersaclose
analysis of the impact of consumer culture on popular celebration and the conflicts created as religious,
commercial, and political authorities sought to control the holiday's meaning. By unpacking the intimate
links between domestic celebration, popular piety, consumer desires, and political ideology, Perry concludes
that family festivity was central in the making and remaking of public national identities.
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From reader reviews:
Michadl Hamlin:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Christmasin Germany: A Cultura History. Y ou can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant some sort of
book Christmasin Germany: A Cultural History. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just abook. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
Y ou need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Charles Smith:

The particular book Christmasin Germany: A Cultural History has alot associated with on it. So when you
check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain
the point easily after scanning this book.

Terry Brown:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever fedling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Christmasin Germany: A Cultural History why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Darlene Gutierrez;

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Christmasin Germany: A
Cultural History which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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