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Over a century and a half ago, a French physician reported the bizarre behavior of a young aristocratic
woman who would suddenly, without warning, erupt in a startling fit of obscene shouts and curses. The
image of the afflicted Marquise de Dampierre echoes through the decades as the emblematic example of an
illness that today represents one of the fastest-growing diagnoses in North America. Tourette syndrome is a
set of behaviors, including recurrent ticcing and involuntary shouting (sometimes cursing) as well as
obsessive-compulsive actions. The fascinating history of this syndrome reveals how cultural and medical
assumptions have determined and radically altered its characterization and treatment from the early
nineteenth century to the present.

A Cursing Brain? traces the problematic classification of Tourette syndrome through three distinct but
overlapping stories: that of the claims of medical knowledge, that of patients' experiences, and that of
cultural expectations and assumptions. Earlier researchers asserted that the bizarre ticcing and impromptu
vocalizations were psychological--resulting from sustained bad habits or lack of self-control. Today, patients
exhibiting these behaviors are seen as suffering from a neurological disease and generally are treated with
drug therapy. Although current clinical research indicates that Tourette's is an organic disorder, this
pioneering history of the syndrome reminds us to be skeptical of medical orthodoxies so that we may stay
open to fresh understandings and more effective interventions.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Grigg:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take A Cursing Brain?: The Histories of Tourette Syndrome as
your daily resource information.

Clyde Connell:

This book untitled A Cursing Brain?: The Histories of Tourette Syndrome to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

James Sirois:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book A Cursing Brain?: The Histories of Tourette
Syndrome was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A Cursing Brain?:
The Histories of Tourette Syndrome has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading which.

Joan Morris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is A
Cursing Brain?: The Histories of Tourette Syndrome.
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