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Why the Porcupine Is Not a Bird is a comprehensive analysis of knowledge of animals among the Nage
people of central Flores in Indonesia. Gregory Forth sheds light on the ongoing anthropological debate
surrounding the categorization of animals in small-scale non-Western societies.

Forth’s detailed discussion of how the Nage people conceptualize their relationship to the animal world
covers the naming and classification of animals, their symbolic and practical use, and the ecology of central
Flores and its change over the years. His study reveals the empirical basis of Nage classifications, which
align surprisingly well with the taxonomies of modern biologists. It also shows how the Nage employ
systems of symbolic and utilitarian classification distinct from their general taxonomy. A tremendous source
of ethnographic detail, Why the Porcupine Is Not a Bird is an important contribution to the fields of
ethnobiology and cognitive anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Why the Porcupine is Not a Bird:
Explorations in the Folk Zoology of an Eastern Indonesian People (Anthropological Horizons) is kind of
guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Mary Tiller:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book Why the Porcupine is Not a Bird: Explorations in the Folk
Zoology of an Eastern Indonesian People (Anthropological Horizons) it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did
not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Melanie Finnegan:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. Why the Porcupine is Not a Bird: Explorations in the Folk Zoology of an Eastern Indonesian People
(Anthropological Horizons) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short
time problems.

Ronald Dotson:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. From the book Why the Porcupine is Not a Bird: Explorations in the Folk Zoology of an Eastern
Indonesian People (Anthropological Horizons) we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Why the Porcupine is Not a Bird:



Explorations in the Folk Zoology of an Eastern Indonesian People (Anthropological Horizons). You can
more attractive than now.
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