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"The magnificence of Hold It 'Til It Hurts is not only in the prose and the story but also in the book's great
big beating heart. These complex and compelling characters and the wizardry of Johnson's storytelling will
dazzle and move you from first page to last. Novels don't teach us how to live but Hold It 'Til It Hurts will
make you hush and wonder."--Anthony Swofford, author of Jarhead

"This rich and sophisticated first novel brings together pleasures rarely found in one book: Hold It 'Til It
Hurts is a novel about war that goes in search of passionate love, a dreamy thriller, a sprawling mystery, a
classical quest for a lost brother in which the shadowy quarry is clearly the seeker’s own self, and a
meditation on family and racial identity that makes its forerunners in American fiction look innocent by
comparison."--Jaimy Gordon, National Book Award winner for Lord of Misrule

When Achilles Conroy and his brother Troy return from a tour of duty in Afghanistan, their white mother
presents them with the key to their past: envelopes containing details about their respective birth parents.
After Troy disappears, Achilles--always his brother’s keeper--embarks on a harrowing journey in search of
Troy, an experience that will change him forever.

Heartbreaking, intimate, and at times disturbing, Hold It ’Til It Hurts is a modern-day odyssey through war,
adventure, disaster, and love, and explores how people who do not define themselves by race make sense of
a world that does.

T. Geronimo Johnson was born in New Orleans, Louisiana. His fiction and poetry have appeared in Best
New American Voices, Indiana Review, Los Angeles Review of Books, and Illuminations, among others. A
graduate of the Iowa Writers' Workshop and a former Stegner Fellow at Stanford University, Johnson
teaches writing at the University of California-Berkeley. Hold It 'Til It Hurts is his first book.
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From reader reviews:

Kelli Ross:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Hold It 'Til It Hurts.

Dennis Bloom:

The book Hold It 'Til It Hurts can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
must we leave the best thing like a book Hold It 'Til It Hurts? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book Hold It 'Til It Hurts has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Lillian Vaughn:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
various ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Hold It 'Til It Hurts, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Mellisa Holden:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Hold It 'Til It Hurts can make you really feel more interested to read.
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