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This is an original and wide-ranging account of the careers of a close-knit group of highly influential
ecologists working in Britain from the late 1960s onwards. The book can also be read as a history of some
recent developments in ecology. One of the group, Robert May, is a past president of the Royal Society, and
the author of what many see as the most important treatise in theoretical ecology of the later twentieth
century. That the group flourished was due not only to May's intellectual leadership, but also to the guiding
hand of T. R. E. Southwood. Southwood ended his career as Linacre Professor of Zoology at the University
of Oxford, where he also served a term as Vice-Chancellor. Earlier, as a professor and director of the
Silwood Park campus of Imperial College London, he brought the group together. Since it began to coalesce
at Silwood it has been named here the Silwood Circle. Southwood promoted the interests of its members
with the larger aim of raising the profile of ecological and environmental science in Britain. Given public
anxiety over the environment and the loss of ecosystems, his actions were well-timed.

Ecology, which had been on the scientific margins in the first half of the twentieth century, came to be
viewed as a science central to modern existence. The book illustrates its importance to many areas. Members
of the Silwood Circle have acted as government advisors in the areas of conservation and biodiversity,
resource management, pest control, food policy, genetically modified crops, sustainable agriculture,
international development, defence against biological weapons, and epidemiology and infectious disease
control. In recounting the science they carried out, and how they made their careers, the book reflects also on
the role of the group, and the nature of scientific success.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Kirby:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Silwood Circle:A History of Ecology and the Making of Scientific
Careers in Late Twentieth-Century Britain. Try to make the book The Silwood Circle:A History of Ecology
and the Making of Scientific Careers in Late Twentieth-Century Britain as your friend. It means that it can to
become your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in
the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Yolanda Matlock:

The book The Silwood Circle:A History of Ecology and the Making of Scientific Careers in Late Twentieth-
Century Britain will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book
The Silwood Circle:A History of Ecology and the Making of Scientific Careers in Late Twentieth-Century
Britain is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Joel Peterson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Silwood Circle:A History
of Ecology and the Making of Scientific Careers in Late Twentieth-Century Britain or even others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them
to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Silwood Circle:A
History of Ecology and the Making of Scientific Careers in Late Twentieth-Century Britain to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Janice Hayes:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As



we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Silwood Circle:A History of Ecology and the Making of
Scientific Careers in Late Twentieth-Century Britain can make you experience more interested to read.
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