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With its six trenchant tales of perverse love, Diaboliques proved so scandalous on its original appearance in
1874 that it was declared a danger to public morality and seized on the grounds of blasphemy and obscenity.
More shocking in our day is how little known this masterpiece of French decadent fiction is, despite its
singular brilliance and its profound influence on writers from Charles Baudelaire to Marcel Proust, Oscar
Wilde, J. K. Huysmans, and Walter Benjamin. This new, finely calibrated translation—the first in nearly a
century—returns Jules Barbey d’Aurevilly’s signature collection to its rightful place in the ranks of literary
fiction that tests the bounds of culture.

Psychologically intense in substance and style, the stories of Diaboliques combine horror, comedy, and irony
to explore the affairs and foibles of men and women whose aristocratic world offers neither comfort nor
protection from romantic failure or sexual outrage. Conquest and seduction, adultery and revenge,
prostitution and murder—all are within Barbey d'Aurevilly ’s purview as he penetrates the darker recesses of
the human heart. Raymond N. MacKenzie, whose deft translation captures the complex expression of the
original with its unique blend of the literary high and low, also includes an extensive introduction and notes,
along with the first-ever translation of Barbey d'Aurevilly’s late story “A Page from History” and the
important preface to his novel The Last Mistress.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Ables:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Diaboliques: Six Tales of Decadence. Try to make the book
Diaboliques: Six Tales of Decadence as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you
sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So ,
let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Roger Cooper:

Typically the book Diaboliques: Six Tales of Decadence will bring that you the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book
very suitable to you. The book Diaboliques: Six Tales of Decadence is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lillian Tobias:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve Diaboliques: Six Tales of Decadence was filled in relation to science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Debra Becnel:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Diaboliques: Six Tales of Decadence we can consider more advantage. Don't that you
be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Diaboliques: Six Tales of
Decadence. You can more desirable than now.
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