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While aslender body is a prerequisite for beauty today, plump women were considered ideal in Tang
Dynasty China and Heian-period Japan. Starting around the Southern Song period in China, bound feet
symbolized the attractiveness of women. But in Japan, shaved eyebrows and blackened teeth long were
markers of loveliness.

For centuries, Japanese culture was profoundly shaped by China, but in complex ways that are only now
becoming apparent. In thisfirst full comparative history of the subject, Cho Kyo explores changing standards
of feminine beauty in China and Japan over the past two millennia. Drawing on arich array of literary and
artistic sources gathered over a decade of research, he considers which Chinese representations were rejected
or accepted and transformed in Japan. He then traces the introduction of Western aesthetics into Japan
starting in the Meiji era, leading to slowly developing but radical changes in representations of beauty.
Through fiction, poetry, art, advertisements, and photographs, the author vividly demonstrates how criteria
of beauty differ greatly by eraand culture and how aesthetic sense changed in the course of extended cultural
transformations that were influenced by both China and the West.
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From reader reviews:
Matthew Dealba:

This The Search for the Beautiful Woman: A Cultural History of Japanese and Chinese Beauty
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get datawhich is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. This The
Search for the Beautiful Woman: A Cultural History of Japanese and Chinese Beauty
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Search for the Beautiful Woman: A Cultural History
of Japanese and Chinese Beauty (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) can bring when you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This The
Search for the Beautiful Woman: A Cultural History of Japanese and Chinese Beauty
(AsialPacific/Perspectives) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Nancy Hunt:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this The Search for the Beautiful Woman: A Cultural History of Japanese and Chinese Beauty
(AsialPacific/Perspectives).

Linda Banks:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usualy The Search for the Beautiful Woman: A
Cultural History of Japanese and Chinese Beauty (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) why because the great cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Casey Timmons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that



problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important along with book asto be the matter. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Search for the Beautiful
Woman: A Cultura History of Japanese and Chinese Beauty (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives).
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