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In Western thought, suicide has evolved from sin to sin–and–crime, to crime, to mental illness, and to
semilegal act. A legal act is one we are free to think and speak about and plan and perform, without penalty
by agents of the state.

While dying voluntarily is ostensibly legal, suicide attempts and even suicidal thoughts are routinely
punished by incarceration in a psychiatric institution. Although many people believe the prevention of
suicide is one of the duties the modern state owes its citizens, Szasz argues that suicide is a basic human right
and that the lengths to which the medical industry goes to prevent it represent a deprivation of that right.

Drawing on his general theory of the myth of mental illness, Szasz makes a compelling case that the
voluntary termination of one’s own life is the result of a decision, not a disease. He presents an in-depth
examination and critique of contemporary anti–suicide policies, which are based on the notion that voluntary
death is a mental health problem, and systematically lays out the dehumanizing consequences of
psychiatrizing suicide prevention.

If suicide be deemed a problem, it is not a medical problem. Managing it as if it were a disease, or the result
of a disease, will succeed only in debasing medicine and corrupting the law. Pretending to be the pride of
medicine, psychiatry is its shame.
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From reader reviews:

Ira Gonzalez:

This book untitled Suicide Prohibition: The Shame of Medicine to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Juan Higgins:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading books. It
can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is definitely Suicide Prohibition:
The Shame of Medicine.

Gail Tate:

This Suicide Prohibition: The Shame of Medicine is great guide for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Suicide Prohibition: The
Shame of Medicine in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on the
bed? Do you need something totally new? This Suicide Prohibition: The Shame of Medicine can be the
solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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